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Your identity and destiny are not for your benefit or glory.  It is always for others.  Your identity is your gift to the world.  The world needs the true you!

David was not a shepherd/poet/warrior/king for his own glory but to lead Israel to victory in their land, to write poetry that would encourage and comfort hearts for thousands of years to come.  When he was anointed by Samuel, his father and brothers scoffed.  Joseph had his identity revealed to him in dreams as a young boy. When he shared those dreams, his parents and his brothers were insulted and thought he was thinking far too highly of himself!  But it was not for his own benefit.  In fact, he suffered quite a bit as God taught him to walk in his true identity.  God made him to be a wise leader to save the whole middle Eastern world at that time from famine.

It's not prideful to embrace who God says you are and what God has for you!
It can feel prideful, even embarrassing, to speak out your true identity - or what you think it might be.  
Shame says, "I'm not good enough for this to be me."
Humility says, "I carry a glory that is a reflected glory, His glory, and it's a gift from God to me so I can be a gift to you."  
When your glory is restored, it brings glory to God!  Embrace it!  We can't take the credit. "Paul said, " For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?  (1 Cor. 4:7)

You have a God-given glory that is waiting to be restored, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.  Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky"  Phil. 2:15

Jesus said, " You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bow.  Instead they put it on its stand and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven."  Matt. 5:14-16

Romans 8:19 says that all of creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  To be brought into the "glorious freedom of the children of God." (vs. 21)

The world is full of those who have no idea who they are, who they were created to be.  They are like the humans of the Matrix - under the power of an evil one who has taken away their true identity.  They are living a life that is nothing but a mental delusion - a dream state - oblivious of eternal realities.  They don't know they have a Father waiting for them to come home.  To receive a new birth into the eternal family of God where they can discover who they were meant to be.


In some way, you have a role to play in the grand story of human history.  You may touch one or many.  The world might never know your name or you might be famous.  It doesn't matter the size of the call; what matters is your faithfulness to it.  Living for an audience of One, we want to hear him say, "Well done, good and faithful servant."

God does not send you out with a "good luck!"  He says, "I will be with you.  I will do it."  He said this to both Gideon and Moses and said it to me.  (walk in the woods)
He said it to Joshua, "Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discourage, for the Lord you God will be with you wherever you go." Josh. 1:9

At the beginning of the week, we looked at Is. 61 - Jesus' mission statement.  His mission is now our mission. "As the Father sent me, so I am sending you."  (John 20:21) The world needs "little Christs" who will bind up, heal...  

You may not leave this conference walking fully in your true identity.  You may not even know what it is yet.  That's OK.  Transformation - getting free - is a process.  Discovering who you truly are is a process.  Lies you have accepted and agreed with need to be exposed - lies about God and about yourself. Wounds need to be healed.  Truth needs to be discovered.  It's a process.  But start now!  

Let's say God has spoken to you about who you truly are.  What do you do with that?  Let's say God has said you are a healer.  What might that look like?  Go to medical school?  Get a degree in counseling?  Learn about fitness and nutrition?  Maybe you become a foster parent, taking in children with the most wounded hearts so they can heal in a place of love and acceptance.  Your identity can manifest in many ways.  Your "vocation" should line up with your identity and flow from it. Your identity guides your life.  If something aligns with your true identity, you will thrive and find joy in it.  If it is outside your true identity, it will not satisfy.  It may just leave you feeling empty and frustrated.  You may find yourself turning down a great sounding job because it does not flow from who you are.  Trust God.  He knows what he made you for, what he wired you for.  Lose your life to him and you will find it.  

"For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it." Matt. 16:25  (in all 3 synoptic gospels)  vs. 26 "What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?"  Don't let the enemy steal your soul!

Remember the promise and purpose of Jesus: "I have come that they may have life and have it to the full."

When the children of God discover who they truly are, as the Imago Dei is restored in them, as they are conformed to the image of Christ, the glory of God shines bright.

This world needs Jesus.  To see Jesus, it needs to see the true, courageous, humble, joyful, peaceful, free and fearless you!
