The War is On!

Linda's "vision" --I see a battlefield strewn with the wounded bodies of believers, moaning in pain, groaning in depression/stress/anxiety/fear.  But God is raising up this army - Ezekial's dead bones - to live and fight again to victory.

1.  There IS a war raging in the spiritual realm.  There is a LOT going on that we cannot see!  YOU ARE UNDER ATTACK, whether you acknowledge it or not.  
"Flaming arrows" are aimed at you!  (Eph. 6:16)
Those arrows are coming from "the ruler of the kingdom of the air."  Eph. 2:2 
1 John 5:19 says, "the whole world in under the power of the evil one."
In John's Gospel, Jesus refers to the devil three times as "the prince of this world."  
(John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11)

2.  Satan HAS schemes - a plan with a strategy - to steal, kill and destroy your faith in God, your love for God.  "For we are not unaware of his schemes."  2 Cor. 2:11

Compare Eph. 6:12 with Eph. 1:22 and Eph. 2:6  
 Be aware, not scared. Confidant but not cocky.

Question:  If Satan's power has been destroyed by Calvary, why do we see so much of it at work in the world?
Answer:  Because, for the most part, it goes uncontested.  The Bride does not know her authority nor how to use it.  

3.  So don't be surprised.  "Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you." 1 Pet. 4:12

How do we fight this war?  Most spiritual warfare boils down to two basic parts - Submit/Resist.           (credit to John Eldridge, Waking the Dead)

 "Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."  James 4:7

Part 1:  SUBMIT
Warfare begins with our own personal submission to the authority of Jesus.  "Submission" means more than outward obedience.  
-It is a lifestyle of surrender.  
-Intentional dependence.  The most fundamental definition of sin is independence from God.  All further sin results from being separated from God.  Repent and renounce the attitude of "I can live this day without you."
-Coming into agreement with God's word, his attitudes, his ways.  We have the Holy Spirit who gives us the mind of Christ when we choose to surrender.  Ask for the grace to
- choose obedience
- pursue holiness
- seek "first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness"

Your flesh is under constant assault to keep you from desiring these things.  You have a new heart, a resurrected spirit that desires these things.  How do you keep your spirit louder than your flesh?  The one you feed will be the stronger one.  If you feed on the voices of this world, your mind will be saturated with the world's perspective (the world's values, the world's attitudes, the world's priorities) rather than the mind of Christ.  


When Jesus walked the earth, Satan took him to a mountaintop and showed him the kingdoms of the world.  "And he (the devil) said to him, 'I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.' "  Luke 4:6
WHO gave Satan this authority?  Not God!  

In the Garden of Eden, God gave Adam and Eve authority to rule over creation. (Gen. 1:26)  When they chose to believe Satan, instead of God, they came into "agreement" with Satan's lies.  

Agreement with Satan = relinquishing your authority/territory.

Eph. 4:26,26  “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold."  Some translations say "place."

The Greek word for "foothold" or "place" is "topos."  It is where we get the English work "topography" and can be translated "territory."  Whenever you come into agreement with Satan in your thoughts, your attitudes or your behavior, you are letting him have a place/foothold in your territory.  You are partnering with Satan in his rebellion against God and that partnership gives him spiritual authority in your life.  These agreements with Satan are like open doors that let him in.  Spiritual warfare begins with submitting ourselves to Christ and closing those doors!

Note to teachers:  I use an example of when I took a missions team to Bali.  I was very young and naive. Open doors led to demonization of some team members that lead to 3 deaths and 2 psychotic breaks over the next few years.  You should use an example from your own experience.

The more intense the battlefield, the more serious the consequences of not being under the covering of Christ, submitted to Him with no unholy agreements.  Submission/the pursuit of holiness is what protects us.  Walking in the fear of the Lord brings safety; it forms a wall of protection.  (Doesn't mean that if you are submitted to God, nothing bad will ever happen to you.  But it DOES mean Satan has no authority in your life that you have given to him.)

Where have you let Satan in?  How do we repair the breaches in the wall?  Through SUBMISSION.  Renouncing all agreement with Satan in our thoughts, attitudes, actions, words - as the Holy Spirit reveals those breaches to us.  Receiving forgiveness through the blood of Jesus and standing in His righteousness.  

Submission to Jesus is not a passive act of weakness.  It is a powerful act of war that disarms the enemy.  It is half the battle.  It is a battle that belongs to the LORD, won by his grace and enabling power.  The Israelites were not allowed to start the wars for their inheritance in the promised land until they were first circumcised in the valley outside Jericho.  Circumcision was the outward sign of their covenant relationship to God as his chosen, set apart people.  We do not enter battle without first being in right relationship to God in our own life.

Part 2: RESIST
Now I can stand my ground and resist all attacks of the enemy upon me and those in my life.  
Eph. 6:10-13 tells us 3 times to "stand."  READ  
But I believe that "resisting" is more than just standing in place.  Think of the French Resistance in WWII.  It was not a passive resistance.  They went after the enemy, disrupting lines of communication, blowing up bridges, rescuing and smuggling out prisoners...

The heart is vulnerable.  The mind is standing guard at the door to your heart.  His sword is truth.  His shield is faith.  The enemy comes with his lies.  Sometimes they look beautiful, so reasonable, so easy to believe.  Once the Mind has made an agreement with the lies of the enemy, the enemy can slip pass and use those lies to assault the heart.  Lies like...
Things are never going to change.
God has forgotten me.
I'm a failure.
I have a right to be angry.
I cannot forgive.
My sin is not a big deal; everyone does it.
It's easier to give up.
and so on and so on.  

Solomon said, "Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it."  (Prov. 4:23)  

When under assault, make no agreements!

Take a moment to write down the lies that you are tempted to believe.  Now ask the Holy Spirit to tell you the truth.  Speak a declaration of God's truth as an act of resistance, an act of war!

Read Ps. 18:29-40.   We are to live on the offensive!  Compare Ps. 18:40 with James 4:7.  Satan will FLEE from you when you go on the offensive.  He is afraid of those who know their authority in Christ.  You cannot be victorious unless you know who you are in Christ.

What did the demons ask the sons of Sceva in Acts 19?  "Who are you?"  They got slaughtered and humiliated.
Who are you?  Victory comes from faith in the life, the power, the sovereignty of Jesus and knowing you are joined to Him.  His life and power and authority have been made accessible to you.  His Spirit lives in you.  Where you go, Jesus goes.  Jesus said, "the kingdom is within you."  Who are you?  Created in the image of God, you are a carrier of his Kingdom, a carrier of his glory.  From this place of being united with Jesus, seated with him in the heavenlies (Eph. 2:6), we war with his power and his authority.  
So, I'm united to Jesus.  But who is Jesus??  You will never know who you are without first knowing who Jesus is!  Alpha and Omega, the eternal king whose kingdom cannot be shaken, by whom/thru whom/for whom all things are made, ruler of all realms...  This is the ONE you are joined to, invited to do life with!  The demons know who he is...do you?

One of the great saints of the early church wrote,
 " The devil fears a soul in union with God as he fears God himself."  St. John of the Cross

What about when you have submitted yourself to Jesus, closed all doors, renounced all the lies, resisted the devil...and terrible things still happen?  Remember this.  The battle is not just over circumstances.  The real battle is for your heart.  The devil wants to destroy your heart -- your faith, your love for God.  

Jesus promised, "You will have trouble..."  Peter wrote, "don't be surprised at the fiery ordeal..."
That prowling lion of 1 Pet. 5:8,9 is after your heart!

After all Satan throws at you, if your faith is still standing, if your love for Jesus is still standing, you have won!  


